Neuroblastoma: validation of the INRG classification system in a small series.
In 2009, the International Neuroblastoma Risk Group (INRG) published a new classification system of the childhood neuroblastic tumors. In this work, we present the results of the application of this new classification system in our patients. We conducted a retrospective analysis of the patients diagnosed with a neuroblastic tumor in our center in the last 20 years. We classified them according to the new classification and performed a survival analysis based on the Kaplan-Meier method and Mantel-Cox test. The five-year event-free survival (5-year EFS) was 95.8, 80.8, 50 and 45.9% for the very low, low, intermediate and high-risk groups. Mantel-Cox test showed statistically significant differences between these risk groups (p = 0.002). The 5-year EFS for the different risk groups was similar to the expected by the INRG. Therefore, this classification allows us to predict the evolution of this tumor and apply the correct intensity of treatment.